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with caution, but a few schools were opened and a certain
number of persons who went through a period of probation
were baptized. To this movement the Turkish govern-
ment put a stop, in 1842,, by sending an army into the Druse
district and by forcibly exacting a promise from the sheikhs
that neither they nor their villages would ever apostatize
from Islam. That the chief aim of the government was to
check a definite movement that might further strengthen the
influence of the English in the Lebanon, rather than to
announce a religious principle, may be gathered from a
" fetwa," or decision of the mufti of Beyrout, only five years
later, who pronounced the Druses to be infidels and there-
fore not liable to death for apostasy from Islam!1
In this connection it may be noted that the wholesale
adoption of another faith by the people of a given church is
a favorite form of threat to be held over their own clergy
when they want their own way. We have seen how the
Beyrout Orthodox threatened to become Anglicans when
their plans for securing the bishop of their own choice were
temporarily thwarted by the holy synod; and how the
Maronites declared they would invite the Mohammedans
to build a mosque in the heart of the patriarch's own territory
if he continued to antagonize their wishes. I remember
the tone of perfect impartiality with which a lad from a town
north-east of Damascus told me, as we jogged along toward
Palmyra, how his fellow-villagers had announced to their
priest that they would become £teither Protestants or Mos-
lems" if he would not give in to them in some matter or
other that had provoked a big quarrel. For similar reasons
any announcement of individual" conversion " to Protestant-
ism in Syria has to be carefully investigated, as some ulterior
motive has often been responsible for an alleged change of
heart.
Mission work among the Nuseirlyeh was started in 1854
by an independent English missionary, Rev. Samuel Lyde,
who died in I860. The work was carried on by the Ameri-
1 See a pamphlet entitled "A Brief Chronicle of the Syrian Mission/'
edited by Brs. Lowrie and Jessup, and issued by the American Press
at Beyrout, 1901-

